
Brid catches up to Skylar to find out more about his new mysterious ally, while the team is traveling a great distance in their land based vehicle.

 Skylar, I need to ask you something. Why did you wanna join our group?

"What do you mean?.. a group of rebels seek freedom from an oppressive tyrant. Do I need any more reason than that?"

"No of course not, but you said you're from the underwater city of Xian, which no one has seen in a millennium, Why do you care? I mean, how does our fight affect you?" 

"It doesn't..."

"Ok, so again why help us? if you're gonna fight by our side I need to know I can trust you."

"And knowing where I come from would fix that?"

"No it wouldn't, but it's a start." 


 "You already know I come from Xian, we left your world back when magic was commonplace. We stay hidden to avoid being forced into sharing our gifts,. Aren't these common bedtime stories your kind tells to their children?"

"Some places yes, more or less, don't  try to deflect here I'm questioning you. So why us? There were a lot of rebels there the day of the parade?"



"You are still alive aren't you? I saw you fight, and that you survived is no easy task. My chances are improved by aiding you."

"And why the suit, you're covered head to toe?... is that a gas mask? 


"My identity is my own, as for the protective suit, I do not know how my body would react to your atmosphere, I believe the difference in pressure at minimum would leave me short of breath, or maybe my blood would push through my skin immediately and I would suffocate in moments. I have heard only myths from my own people and I have yet to have the time to run some tests... and keeping my body sealed helps me remain undetected."  

Wait, wait, wait, undetected? why would you need to remain undetected? Are you being hunted?"

"Yes,…"

"Uhhhh, one word answers to pivotal questions, I don't think so, I need more than that."

"Maybe she wants to remain mysterious and can't spill all her guts at once."

"Thank you Rizer!"

"Your welcome!"

"He was being sarcastic"

"Thank you Garwal, you two are not helping."


"Maybe she doesn't trust you either, did you stop and think of that?"

"Again, thannnkkk yooouuu! RIIIZZEEERRR." Brid leans close to the side of Skylar's face and loudly whispers. "Ya see I know these people and trust them, I don't know you, and therefore I will continue to question you until I think it's safe to let you in our small band of brothers." 

"Band of broth..."

"WHY WERE YOU BEING HUNTED!?" Skylar takes a deep breath followed by a heavy sigh. 


"No one is allowed to leave our underwater 'paradise' except for a few ambassadors and trade merchants; in sum less than two dozen. I've been having visions lately that no one thought were accurate, not even myself, visions are quite rare with mid level casters. I was worried about whether I should tell anyone at all, I did talk to several friends and mentors, but no lasting aid was given. With no one left to share my concerns, and no one taking them seriously I chose to find these places from my visions and get the answers myself.

"So leaving the city is an act of treason?"


"Basically. The surface world is said to have large brutal, and vicious creatures, not to mention humans.(Skylar smirks) We are raised to fear the outside world and only our bravest are selected to be our eyes and ears out there. They are suspiciously quiet of their outside travels. I tried for months to get info out of them and eventually had to break in their homes for classified information. They laid a trap for me, I was caught on to and when they came to question me I chose to flee.  Since I was not authorized to leave I was chased after. I washed up on shore and have been hiding in the Enin Nation ever since. Thats where I found you and your allies."

Humans?  you look like a human to me, and I've seen Xian merchants before, they were human. So what do you call yourselves then?


"You mean besides brother? sister? Xianists. We are humans but all of us can use magic to varying degrees unlike the surface dwellers, so we consider ourselves casters.


"Why would they hunt you? what harm could that cause?" Skylar puts her hands out in front of Brid and begins to conjure up an orb showing what has happened to her recently.

"Remember I told you that we have many arcane secrets that people would do anything to get access to. It's not safe for us casters, now that we're so rare on the surface that's never been more true. Even if they found my dead body the limited psychics might be able to trace the whereabouts of the city of Xian. That potential information is very valuable, that is why they send out squads of bounty hunters to retrieve runaway casters."

"And what happens if you're caught and forced home?"


"You don't want to know."


"Yes I. No we do"


"They would wipe my recent memory and implant devices that would prohibit my casting skills completely, it's excruciating pain. They do this operation in public, then they'd jettison me to the surface and act as if I never existed." Skylar's display begins to show her rising up thru the ocean in her bubble like capsule, unknown to Brid she was using real elements to create that display and his rolling paralysis has started acting up again. Unbeknownst to the group is Skylar may not be the cause of Brid's trouble.

"What's wrong? I don't get it I thought you were unaffected by my casting what could have changed this fast?"

"Geeettttt... Syyy...fuuurrrrr..."


"What did you do to him?"


"That's what I'm trying to tell you, I didn't do anything differently since we first met. why would it bother him now and no one else?"


"Everybody calm down this was not her fault, he has done this before he just didn't want people to know and think he's weak. It's not Skylar's fault."

And how do you know this Seifer? Prey tell?


I can tell she's not lying and I sense he is being attacked by his own body. I'm not certain yet but its most likely an excess of meteor exposure in his system. We've all been around more and more of these bridstones, enhancing our weapons or protecting us from harm we are depending on these mysterious rocks that we don't truly know a whole lot about, hmmm ironic. None of us have shown any repercussions yet, but I'd bet this is causing his paralysis to worsen."


What if this were to happen in amidst a battle, how big a burden, and how long was he gonna keep this from us?


I don't know but we can ask him later. I just gave him something to make him sleep the pain usually makes him pass out. And we never know how long the effects will last.

Oh, wonderful! who's gonna drag his heavy ass when he drops like a rock? I couldn't. Not without ditching all his armor and weapons first, not to mention it could get us all killed.


Oh knock it off Calypso we wouldn't be here if it wasn't for him, who saved your  ass from those zealots that ambushed us on the highway? Who rescued Xavier starving and trapped in that wing snare, and who fought along you Garwal when the poachers tried to skin you alive? Tide, who is still teaching you how to fight?  

Need I go on. That's what I thought, everyone needs to remember all he has done for us and be grateful he's on our side. Draven walks off into his sleeping barracks, while a few others continue to chat about recent events. Xavier, Tide, and Rizer.

"I think a simple screw you would have worked just as well, hah!"

"great timing as usual Rizer"

"I do what I can, you're welcome." 

"Anyways, so with Brid out for now, who's in charge? I mean I know Exidus would be if he were here but that's outta the question, so seriously who plans our next move?"

"Skylar's brand new so not her, Calypso's a scientist, Taygar's to secluded and he's always been a lone wolf."

"Xavier?"

"Too Angry his vengeance clouds his logic, it can't be Norman because he's a robot. It's gotta be Garwal or Spectra."

"Hey!... I've been programmed to resent statements like that. I was programmed by my last owners to care about all life, even little critters. It's why I don't kill the flies in here which I could easily melt out of thin air."

"Spectra, she was raised by a commander and has field experience in the Enin army"

"I say Garwal he was a war decorated leader in his Lycan Tribe..."

"How about both? or we could all decide together. Let's continue with Brid's plan to head over to the Enin Nation and check out Vengar's Manor, we need all the help Draven's father left behind in his wake. I hope he doesn't object, he was a bit upset earlier?"

"Who Draven?"

"Yes Draven, and no he's fine with it, he okayed it earlier with Brid." Seifer walks back down the hall where the three are still conversing. 

"Speaking of, is he gonna be alright? it looked pretty bad from where I was standing." 

"He should be, it's not the first time I've seen him do this. Last time we walked into a magical trap that exploded this dust all over us. We were all stunned for a minute but Brid, was dizzy for an hour. Now that I think about I don't believe it was Skylar that caused the paralysis, Spectra has elemental powers, Tide you are covered in, or made up entirely of dark energy. Calypso is a walking corpse, and I'm from another dimension. It literally could've been half of the team."

When do you think he would have told us if ever, it's bound to have happened eventually. I'm surprised he'd keep that from us, I mean we trust him so why doesn't he fully trust us?

I don’t think it's like that. Like I said earlier you would lose confidence in him as a leader if you knew he had a weakness. Right?"
